HIGHLAND FARMS

Walking through Iceland's past




Heidarbylin - Highland Farms

Ferdafélag Fljotsdalshérad, sveitarfélagid Fljétsdalshérad og
KaupvangurmenningarogfreedaseturVopnfirdinga sameinudustfyrir
nokkrum drum um ad byggja upp menningartengda ferdapjénustu
& Jokudalsheidinni og heidunum par i kring. Settir voru upp staukar
hja 22 bylum, sem innihalda upplysingar um bylid, dbdendur og
sdgur tengdar pvi, gestabdk og stimpil. 2017 var svo 4 bylum &
Almenningi i Selardal, baett vid. Gonguleikur er tengdur verkefninu,
sem felst i pvi ad safna 10 stimplum i par til gerd kort og skila peim til
Ferdafélags Fljétsdalshérads eda 4 Egilsstadastofu vid Tjaldstaedid &
Egilsstédum. Dregid er ir kortunum um veglegavinninga i september
ar hvert. Kortin eru til sélu i Seenautaseli, 8 Upplysingamidstédvum
& Egilsstodum og Vopnafirdi, hja Egilsstadastofu og & skrifstofu
Ferdafélags Fljétsdalshérads, Tjarnarési 8, Egilsstooum.

A19.61d héfst byggd & ny i Jokuldalsheidi og er pa att vid fasta busetu
arid um kring. bessi byggd stdd i rima old eda fra 1841 til 1946.
Bylin i Jokuldalsheidinni urdu alls 16 ad tdlu og voru reist & arabilinu
1841 til 1862. Morg bylanna byggdust upp & gémlum seljum og
flestir sem stofnudu pau voru af Fljétsdalshéradi, en nokkrir komu pé
annars stadar fra, helst af Ausfjordum eda Nordurlandi. Flest mun
hafa buid i Jokuldalsheidinni i einu 120 manns. Auk pessara byla eru
med i pessu verkefni bylid Netsel , 5 byli & Vopnafjardarheidi og 4
byli 8 Almenningi i Selardal. Alls eru petta 26 byli.

Vid Oskjugosid ,pa yfir hrundi askan dimm, atjanhundrudsjétiu og
fimm” 16gdust baeir i Sudurheidinni i eydi, sem pa voru i byggg,
nema Rangaldn. Hals var kominn i eydi. Nokkrir byggdust aftur ad
faum arum lidnum. Oskugeirann lagdi i austur fra Oskju. Askan féll
vida en pd mest & halendinu og féru sum heidarbylin mjog illa Gt
ar pvi. Vid oskufallid fluttu margir, fyrst nidur i sveitirnar i kring en
fioldi peirra sigldi sidar vestur um haf naestu &rin og er pvi mikill fjoldi
Vestur-Islendinga afkomendur félksins Gr Heidinni.

Verslun séttu  heidarblar neer eingdngu til Vopnafjardar. Fréa
Veturhdsum var t.d. um 75 km leid i kaupstad. Leidir i kaupstad og

milli baeja voru flestar audveldar en vegalengdir komu i veg fyrir tidar
ferdir. Arid 1934 komst 4 vegasamband milli Nordur- og Austurlands
og la vegurinn i fjérubordi Seenautavatns, hja Rangaldni. Eftir pad
féru baendur & Jokuldalsheidinni ad versla vio Kaupfélag Héradsbua,
Reydarfirdi. P4 voru par adeins fjdogur byli eftir, Seenautasel, Veturhds,
Armoétasel ogHeidarsel.EnibuarVopnafjardarmegin,a Brunahvammi,
Arnarvatni og Fossi séttu fram verslun til Vopnafjardar.

Buskaparskilyrdi i Heidinni voru & margan hatt géd poétt vida veeri
snjépungt, enda flest bylin i yfir 500 metra haed. Silungsveidi var
dgeet i flestum vétnum & svaedinu, riipnaveidi mikil 4 vetrum og yfir
sumartimann var gnétt af geesum, 6ndum og alftum. Hreindyr voru
barna frjéls, en pd er talid ad stofninn hafi verid i ségulegu lagmarki
upp ur aldamétunum 1900 og upp Ur pvi voru pau fridud.

Talsvert hefur verid ritad um heidarbylin, m.a. Gunnar Gunnarsson
(Heidarharmur, Sadlumessa) og Halldér Stefansson i Austurland I.
pa fékk Halldor Laxness innblastur i Sjalfsteett félk er hann dvaldist
nokkra daga & Eiriksstodum, fér svo nordur Heidina og kom m.a. vid
& Veturhdsum og gisti svo i Seenautaseli & leid sinni nordur 1 land.
Talid er ad hann hafi notad Veturhis sem fyrirmynd ad Sumarhidsum,
en Bjartur bondi hafi verid samsuda Gr ymsum karakterum a Heidinni.

The Fljétsdalshérad Touring Club, the municipality of Fljétsdalshérad
and Vopnafjordur’s cultural and educational centre Kaupvangur have
joined forces to increase cultural tourism services in Jékuldalsheidi
and other nearby highlands. The old highland farms in these areas
are being connected to each other by hiking trails. Receptacles are
located at each set of ruins, containing a guestbook and a stamp
along with information about that farm, including its residents and
history. Cards for stamping at each site are sold at Seenautasel,
campingplace in Egilsstadir and information centres in Egilsstadir
and Vopnafjérdur. Those who submit cards stamped at 10 farms will
get a certificicate from the Touring club.

It is important that the hiker be able to appreciate the historical
uniqueness of this rural highland community, now visible through
farm remains. During the 19th century, a wave of settlement began in
the Jokuldalsheidi highland, meaning turf farmsteads that were fixed,
year-round residences. this period of habitation lasted for just over a
century, orfrom 1841to 1946. There were eventually 16 J6kuldalsheidi
farms, established between 1841 to 1862. Most of those who settled
there, often building on the sites of old summertime farm outposts,
came from the valleys of Fljétsdalshérad, although some hailed from
elsewhere, mainly North Iceland and the East Fjords. At its height, the
Jokuldalsheidi community had a population of 120. Besides these 16
farmsteads, the hiking trails on the map include the farm Netsel, five
others on the moors of Vopnafjérdur: Brunahvammur, Foss, Kalffell,
Arnarvatn and Desjamyri and in Seldrdalur: Adalbdl, Fossvellir,
Meelifell og Selsarvellir.

Due to the Askja volcanic eruption of 1875, all of the farms then
occupied in the hard-hit southern section of this community were



abandoned , with the exception of Rangaldén. Hals farm had been
deserted previously. However, some of the deserted farms were
resettled a few years later. The ash fanned out eastwards from Askja,
covering a large area, though falling thickest on the highlands.
Some of the highland farms were severely affected. As a result,
many inhabitants moved away, first down into surrounding farming
communities, but in many cases eventually west to the Americas.
Thus, many Norh Americans of Icelandic heritage are the decendents
of people from Jékuldalsheidi and surroundings.

Historically, residents from throughout this highland region went to
market almost exclusively at Vopnafjérdur. From Veturhus, this meant
a route of 75 km each way. Most of the trails to town and between
farms were fairly easy, but the lengthy distances prevented frequent
journeys. In 1934, North and East Iceland were connected by a road
which passed along the shore of Seenautavatn lake, beside Rangaldn.
This led the farmers on JSkuldalsheidi to trade at the cooperative in
Reydarfjérour, farther south. By then only four farms remained on
Jékuldalsheidi: Seenautasel, Veturhids, Armétasel and Heidarsel. On
the other hand, residents on moors closer to Vopnafjérour, ie. at
Brunahvammur, Arnarvatn and Foss, continued to do business there.

Highland farming conditions were favourable in various ways, even
though many places tended to receive heavy snow since most of the
farmsteads were situated over 500 m above sea level. Most of the
lakes had excellent trout fishing, and there were plenty of ptarmigan
to hunt in winter, as well as an abundance of geese, ducks and swans
in summer. While reindeer ranged freely there, the stock is thought to
have reached a historical lowpoint soon after 1900, so that they were
soon declared a protected species.

The highland farms have often been treated in Icelandic literature,
for instance in works by Gunnar Gunnarsson and Halldér Stefénsson.
Iceland’s only Nobel Prize winner, Halldér Laxness, received there
inspiration for the novel Independent People. On his way to North
Iceland, he spent several days at Eiriksstadir, then went north through
Jékuldalsheidi, visiting for instance Veturhds and over- nighting at
Saenautasel. Veeturhus is believed to have provided the model for the
novel’s farm Sumarhds, and its farmer named Bjartur to have been
based on various local characters.
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Stadsetning heidarbyla
Highland Farms Location

1. Saenautasel
2.Rangalén
3. Grunnavatn
4. Netsel

5. Heidarsel
6. Hneflasel
7. Hals

8. Veturhus
9.Vidirholar

10. Armétasel
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Hlidarendi
Lindarsel
Hareksstadir
Gestreidarstadir
Hélmavatn
Melur
Fagrakinn
Brunahvammur

19. Foss

20. Kalffell

21. Arnarvatn
22. Desjamyri
23. Adalbol
24. Fossvellir
25. Malifell
26. Selsarvellir
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Seenautasel var lengst allra byla & J6kuldalsheidinni i byggd, eda i 95
ar og byggadist vorid 1843 Ur landi Hadkonarstada. Ekki var buid par
i 5 ar eftir Oskjugosid 1875. Frumbyggjar voru Sigurdur Einarsson,
bénda & Bru og Kristrin Bjarnadéttir, bénda & Staffelli i Fellum.
Kostir bylisins voru géd silungsveidi i vatninu, gédir sumarhagar og
grasgefnarengjar, en snjdpungtvar og skjéllitid. Seenautasel for i eydi
1943. Arid 1992 var baerinn endurbyggdur og er par starfraekt 6flug
menningartengd ferdapjénusta & sumrin, par sem m.a. er haegt ad
gistaigamla baenum og sjé hvernig félk bjé til sveita i byrjun 20.aldar.
Ath.stimpill og gestabdk er i litlum skur vid starfsmannainnganginn.

Although this fram was unoccupied for five years following the 1875
Askja eruption, people lived there for total of 95 years longer than
anywhere else on Jékuldalsheidi. Originally, in the spring of 1843,
Saenautasel was taken out of the Hakonarstadir estate, and the
first residents were Kristrin, a daughter of Bjarni, farmer at Staffell;
and Sigurdur, a son of Einar, farmer at Brd. Seenautasel offered the
advantages of excellent trout fishing in the lake along with good
summer ranges and grassy marshes for haying; however, there was
often deep snow there, and there was little shelter from the wind. The
farm was abandoned in 1943 but reconstructed as a showpiece in
1992. The buildings now allow for a number of summertime activities
which emphasise cultural heritage, demonstrating to the modern
traveller how rural Icelandic people lived early in the 20th century.
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Baerinn stéd vid nordurenda Seenautavatns og byggdist 1843 ur
landi M&drudals. Frumbyggjar voru Pétur Gudmundsson, Ségu-
Gudmundar Magnussonar & Bessastodum og borgerdur Bjarnaddttir
systir Kristrinar & Seenautaseli. Val bylissteedisins hafa radio sému
asteedur og & Seenautaseli, en einnig ad bylid var i alfaraleid yfir
Heidina. Rangaldn var i byggd til 1923. Nokkur sidustu &rin, sem buid
var & Rangaléni, var lagdur styrkur ar Rikissjédi til ad halda par vid
byggd vegna pdstsamgangna. Rangalén (N65°17.64 - W15°31.26

This farm at the north end of Seenautavatn lake was taken from the
Mé&drudalur estate in 1843 and settled by Porgerdur Bjarnaddttir,
who was a sister of the Kristrdn living at Seenautasel, an Pétur, a son
of Gudmundur Magnusson, Bessastadir. This site had some of the
same advantages as Saenautasel, in addition to being situated by
a frequently used route through the highlands. Nonetheless, and
despite State Treasury support during the last years of habitation
in order to maintain this home by the postal route, Rangalén was
abandoned in 1923.
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J Grunnavatn s

Beerinn stéd i 585 metra haed um pad bil 5 km fyrir sunnan
Seenautavatn og byggdist 1853 ur Bruarlandi. A Grunnavatni voru
gbdir sumarhagar, en snjéopungt. Frumbyggjar voru Jénas Bergsson
(Peninga-Bergs) Hallssonar Ur Eidapinghd og Arndis Magnuisddttir
a@ttud dr sdému sveit. Pau fluttust til Vesturheims med bérn sin 1880.
Ekki var buio ad Grunnavatni i 8 ar eftir dskufallid og einnig féll par
nidur 4bud um tveggja ara skeid er badstofan brann &rid 1903, ad
d0ru leyti var samfellt buid par til 1923.

Standing some 5 km south of Seenautavatn, at an altitude of 585 m,
this farm was established in 1853 on land acquired from Brd. The snow
often lies deep there, but the land includes good summertime ranges.
The first inhabitants hailed from Eidapinghd, Arndis Magnusddttir
and Jénas, a son of Bergur Hallsson; however they and their children
left for the Americas in 1880. Others continued to reside there until
1923, but there was an 8-year gap in residence due to the ashfall
of 1875, and peoples also stayed away for two years after the main
living quarters, of badstofa, burned in 1903.

4 “etsel N65°12.68-W15.32.16

[ 542 metra haed vid Anavatn i landi Bréar rima 2 km fra Grunnavatni.
Porsteinn Jokull Magnusson var pjédsagnaperséna er bjé & Brd &
seinni hluta 15.aldar. Hann var sagour hafa buid a.m.k. eitt 4r 8 Netseli
er hann fladi til fjalla undan ,pestinni”. Gamlar ristir eru 4 tanga sem
skagar Ut { Anavatn ad vestan. Sumar eru nedan gjéskulags fra 1477
en adrar eru frd 18. 6ldinni og paer yngstu tengjast eflaust d4budinni
& Grunnavatni. Nokkrar heimildir eru fyrir pvi ad félk kenndi sig vid
Netsel pott ekki sé vitad um reglulega 4buo par.

This land had belonged to Brd, and the late 15th century folk tale
figure Porsteinn Jékull Magnusson is said to have moved here from
Bru for at least one year to escape from the plague down in lower,
populated areas. Situated on a small peninsula on the west shore of
Anavatn lake, the ruins are 542 m above sea level and a little over
2 km from Grunnavatn. Whereas part of the ruins pre-date an ash
layer from 1477, 18th-century ruins also appear, and the youngest
ruins must relate to Grunnavatn farm. There are several references to
people saying they were from Netsel, but we have no knowledge of
regula farming there.




Baerinn stéd vid Poll, sem er vatn vid sudurenda Anavatns, i landi Braar
i 553 metra haed og byggdist 1858. A Heidarseli er vidsynt og potti
fagurt baejarstaedi. Frumbyggjar voru Jon borsteinsson, bonda & Br,
Einarssonar og Kristin Jénsdottir, bénda & Adalbdli, Péturssonar &
Hakonarstddum. Ekki var buid ad Heidarseli fra Oskjugosinu 1875 og
fram undir aldamétin 1900. Sidustu dbldendur bjuggu & j6roinni i 34
ar. Heidarsel var sidasta bylid sem for i eydi & Jokuldalsheidinni arid
1946. Med pvi lauk rimlega 100 ara byggdarségu heidarbylanna

bar.

Standing beside the smaller lake of Pollur, just south of Anavatn
lake, this farm was started in 1858. The 553-m-high site was felt to
provide a pretty setting and sweeping view. The first settlers were
Kristin, a daughter of Jén, farmer at Adalbdl, in turn a son of Pétur at
Héakonarstadir; and Jon, a son of Porsteinn, farmer at Brd, who was
in turn a son of Einar. This farm remained deserted from the time of

the Askja eruption in 1875 until nearly 1900. The last family to live
there stayed for 34 years and upon leaving in 1946 was the very last
to desert J6kuldalsheidi, thereby concluding its highland community
history of somewhat over 100 years.
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Baerinn var byggdur ur landi Eiriksstada 1847 um 3 km sudaustur af
Heidarseli og stéd i 575 metra haed vestur af Ytri-Eiriksstadahnefli.
Nafnid bendir til pess ad par hafi verid sel fyrrum fré Eiriksstodum.
Frumbyggjar voru Oddur Seebjérnsson feddur & Jokuldal og
rédskona hans Helga Gudmundsdéttir, sem var aettud af Jokuldal.
Hneflasel for i eydi vid Oskjugosid 1875.

Built in 1847 west of Ytri-Eiriksstadahnefill and 3 km SE of Heidarsel,
Hneflasel took over land that had belonged to Eriksstadir. In fact,
located 575 m above sea level, it may have formerly been a summer
outpost of that farm. Not Only was the first male settler, Oddur
Saebjérnsson, born in Jékuldalur valley, but his housekeeper, Helga
Gudmundsddttir, was descended from there too. Hneflasel was
permanently abandoned after the 1875 ashfall.



Baerinn var byggdur dr landi Eiriksstada 1859 um 6 km nordaustur af
Hneflaseli og var hann haesta bylid i heidinni, i 594 metra haed, mjog
aveours. Frumbyggjar voru Magnuis Jénsson bénda i Mjdanesi i
Skégum, Ormssonar og Adalbjérg Jéhannesdottir bonda i Fjallsseli.
Hals er talid hafa verid saudahus fra Eiriksstodum fyrr & ldum. Ovist
er um busetulok ao Halsi.

Also started on Eiriksstadir land, some é km NE of Hneflasel, Hals
was situated highest of any of the community’s farms, at 594 m.
Building there in 1859, the original settlers were Adalbjérg, daughter
of J6éhannes, farmer at Fjallssel; and Magnus, son of Jén, farmer at
Mjéanes in Skégar, in turn a son of Ormur. While the desertion date
for Hals farm is unclear, it is thought to have been the site of a sheep
barn for Eiriksstadir in earlier centuries.
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Bylid var upphaflega nefnt Bard og byggt dr landi Hakonarstada
1846. Beerinn var fyrst byggdur & vesturbakka Krdkatjarnar
(N65°13.87-W15°28.40) er sidar var kollud Veturhdsatjorn, i 554
metra haed en vegna uppblasturs par var hann fluttur, eftir aldamot
& austurbakkann i 556 metra haed. Frumbyggjar voru Benjamin
Porgrimsson, Sudur-Pingeyingur ad ett og Gudrin Gisladottir,
bonda & Arndrsstédum & Jokuldal. Nokkrir af abdendum Veturhusa
fluttust til Vesturheims eftir Oskjugosid. Veturhis voru i byggd til
1941 en voru pé i eydi frd gosinu 1875 og fram undir aldamétin
1900.

When originally established in 1846 on land that had belonged to
Hékonarstadir, this farm was named Baro. It was situated at an altitude
of 554 m by the west bank of Krékatjérn (N65°13.87 - W15°28.40),
which later took on the name of Veturhdstjérn. Due to erosion, the
farm was moved after 1900 beyond the east shore to an altitude
of 556 m. The first settlers were Gudrdn, daughter of Gisli, farmer
at Arndrsstadir, Jékuldalur; and Benjamin borgrimsson, who had
ancestors in the county of Sudur-bingey. Following the 1875 ashfall,
some of the residents moved to the Americas an no one lived there
again till nearly 1900, though the farm then had occupants til 1941.




Baerinn var byggdur ur landi Hakonarstada 1846 i 540 metra haed ca
5,5 km nordur af Halsi. Bylid var fyrst kallad Vidirdalssel. Frumbyggjar
voru Vigfus Josafatsson frdé Homrum i Reykdaelahreppi og Résa
Jonsdéttir settud ur Oxnadal. Buid var & Vidirhélum til 1905 en pé
hafdi j6rdin ryrnad svo af uppbleestri og dgangi af voldum vikursins
ad ekki potti buandi par lengur. Byggd & Vidirhélum 14 pé nidri i
nokkur &r eftir Oskjugosid. Teeplega 1 km sunnan vid baejarstaedid
er Vidirhdlarétt, fjallskilarétt (N65°13.63-W15°22.71), hladin ur grjéti.
Huan var byggd um aldamétin 1900 og var notud i rim 20 ar.

Situated about 5,5 km north of H&als, this farm was started on
Hakonarstadir land in 1846, at an elevation of 540 m. At first, the farm
was named Vidirdalssel, and it was built by Résa Jénsddttir, whose
ancestors had lived in Oxnadalur valley, and Vigfis Jésafatsson, who
came from Hamrar in the Reykjadalur district. Excepting a few years
after the 1875 ashfall, people lived at this farm until 1905, but then
found erosion related to the ash to have depleted the land so much
as to make farming impossible. The sheep corral less than a kilometre
to the south (N65°13.63 - W15°22.71) was built of dry stones in 1900
and used for over 20 years.

ByggturlandiArndrsstada 18531500 metrahaed. Bagjarrdstirnarliggja
& milli Jokuldalsvegar og Pjédvegar nr. 1 ofarlega i Gilsarkvosinni,
skammt ofan vid Vididalsa. Baerinn var kalladur Armét i daglegu tali.
Frumbyggjar voru Jon Gudlaugsson, bénda i Mjéadal i Bardadal og
vidar og Sigridur Jonsdéttir, bédnda & Ljotsstédum i Fnjéskadal. Buiod
var & Armétaseli til 1943 en pé var baerinn { stundum i eydi i nokkur
ar. Baerinn & Armétaseli var rifinn 1945. Hann hefur verid reisulegur
& peirra tima maelikvarda og fjarhusin téku um 200 fjar.

Built in 1853 on land belonging to Arnérsstadir, Armétasel was 500
m above sea level. Nowadays you can see the ruins from Ring Road
1, located near Gilsa river, a little upstream from Vididalsa river. Armaét
means river junction, and back then the farm was often simply called
that. Its original settlers were Sigridur, a daughter of Jén, farmer at
Ljétsstadir in Fnjéskadalur valley; and Jén, a son of Gudlaugur, farmer
at Mjdidalur in Béardardalur valley (and also elsewhere). Though
people lived at Armétasel until 1943, it was sometimes abandoned
for a few years, and in 1945 it was finally torn down. For its time, it was
rather grand, with barns holding some 200 sheep.
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Byggdur ur landi Arndérsstada 1853 hja rdstum hins forna
Arnérsstadasels 6 km nordvestur af Armétaseli. Frumbyggjar voru
Jon Stefansson, bénda & Eyvindard og Gudrdn Lara bPérdarddttir,
bénda 4 Staffelli. Abdendaskipti voru tid & Hlidarenda og stundum
voru par tveir dbdendur samtimis. Baerinn fér endanlega i eydi 1872.

Hlidarendi was built in 1853 on land which had belonged to the
Arndrsstadir estate and stood near the ruins of that farms’s ancient
summer outpost, 6 km northwest of Armétasel. The first inhabitants
were Gudrun Lara, daughter of bPérdur, farmer at Staffell; and Jdn,
son of the farmer Stefdn at Eyvindard. Hlidarendi changed hands
frequently, and sometimes even had two proprietors at the same
time. In 1872 the farm was permanently abandoned.

12 Lindarsel 122015200

ByggturlandiSkjolddlfsstada 1862 og varsidasta nybylid sem reistvar
& Jokuldalsheidinni. Gudmundur Hallgrimsson, bonda & Skérdum i
Reykjahverfi og Lovisa Dorotea Jérgensdattir, laeknis Kjerulf & Brekku
reistu Lindarsel. Lovisa hafdi numid handidir i Kaupmannahofn og
eignadist hun fyrstu priénavélina sem vitad er um & Austurlandi. bPau
eignudust flidtlega déttur, Oléfu Doroteu, en skdmmu seinna dé
Lovisa og flosnadi Gudmundur pa upp og Lindarsel for i eydi 1863.
Ol6f Dorotea for i féstur til médurémmu sinnar og flutti med henni
til Vesturheims. Adur en Lindarsel byggdist var par e k. saeluhts sem
stéd vid leidina milli Skjolddlfsstada og Médrudals og var kalladur
Skjolddlfsstadavegur.

This was the last home to be established in Jékuldalsheidi. That
occurred in 1862, on land which had previously belonged to
Skjslddlfsstadir. Lindarsel was settled by Lovisa Dorotea, whose
father was the doctor Jérgen Kjerulf at Brekka; and Gudmundur, a
son of Hallgrimur, farmer at Skérd in Reykjahverfi. The couple soon
had a daughter, Ol6f Dorotea, but Lovisa died shortly afterwards and
Gudmundur gave up farming, leaving Lindarsel in 1863. Ol6f Dorotea
moved to the Americas with her grandmother. Before the Lindarsel
farm was built, there was probably a refuge hut there, situated by the
old trail between Médrudalur and Skjsldélfsstadir, a trail referred to
in 1532 as Skjoldélfsstadavegur.




13 H & re kSStu di r N65°24.28-W15°25.35

Byggdir ur landi Skjolddlfsstada i 482 metra haed og voru fyrsta
bylid sem reist var i Heidinni arid 1841. Talid er ad par hafi verid
fornbyli. Hareksstadir voru jafnan taldir eitt besta bylid i Heidinni og
fjdlsetnasta, endavar graslendid par hvad samfelldast og vidattumest.
Frumbyggjar voru Jén Sdlvason, bénda & Vikingsstédum i Skégum
og Katrin borleifsdéttir, Porleifssonar fré Storu-Breidvik i Reydarfirdi.
Nokkrir af dbiendum Hareksstada og afkomendur peirra fluttu til
Vesturheims. BUid var & Hareksstodum samfellt til arsins 1924 utan
eins ars sem bylid var i eydi. Par er nu leitarmannaskyli.

Built on land taken from Skjélddlfsstadirin 1841, this was the first farm
to be founded in these highlands. Located at an elevation of 482 m,
it is however also believed to have been the site of a farm in ancient
times. Héreksstadir was usually regarded as one of the best farms
in the community, and, benefiting from some of the broadest and
most continuous grassland, supported the most occupants. The first
settlers were Kartin, daughter of borleifur, who in turn was a son of
Porleifur of Stéra-Breidavik, Reydarfjérour; and Jén, son of the farmer
Sélvi, Vikingsstadir in Skégar. Serveral Hareksstadir residents moved
to the Armericas, along with their descendents. Hareksstadir was
farmed continuously until 1924, except for a single year of desertion.
There is now a sheep herders’shelter at Hareksstadir.

e

Byggdust ur landi M&drudals arid 1843 um pad bil 5 km fyrir vestan
Héareksstadi. Talid er ad par hafi verid fornbyli. Frumbyggjar voru
Andrés Andrésson, bénda i Hallfredarstadahjaleigu, Sturlusonar
og Una Jensdéttir, bénda & Hrjét, Arnasonar. Jérdin var ébyggd
i 4 4r eftir Oskjugosi® en byggdist sidan aftur og voru nokkud tid
dbuendaskipti enda jordin vafalaust Ur sér gengin eftir dskufallid.
Einhverjir af dbdendunum fluttust til Vesturheims. Férieydiario1897.

Gestreidarstadir was started in 1843, about 5 km west of Hareksstadir.
Although the land then belonged to Mé&drudalur, an ancient farm is
believed to have been located there. The first inhabitants were Una,
a daughter of Jens Arnason, farmer at Hrjét; and Andrés, a son of
the Andrés Sturluson at Hallfredarstadahjéleiga. While no one lived
at Gestreidarstadir for four years after the Askja eruption, is was then
resettled. However the land had no doubt been depleted through
the ashfall, and changed hands frequently for some time, with
some of the residents moving to the Americas. The farm remained
abandoned as of 1897.
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Var byggt hja Langhdélmavatni vestanverdu ar landi Skjéldélfsstada
1861. Langhdlmavatn (533 m) er i svonefndum Vatnafléa i
nordausturhluta Jokuldalsheidar, sem nefndur hefur verid
Tunguheidi. A Hélmavatni var adeins buid i 1 ar. Abtendur voru
Jéhannes Fridriksson, bénda & Fossi, Arnasonar og Kristbjérg
Gudlaugsdattir, systir Jons { Armétaseli.

Hélmavatn was established at an elevation of 522 m in the Vatnafléi
wetlands, on the western side of Langhdlmavatn lake. The land was
taken in 1861 from Skjélddlfsstadir estate in the northeastern part
of Jékuldalsheidi, a part called Tunguheidi. Hélmavatn was only
inhabited for one year. The residents were Kristbjérg Gudlaugsddttir,
sister of the Jén who settled Armdtasel; an Jéhannes, son of the
farmer Fridrik Arnason at Foss.

Nybylid var byggt 1848 og téldu bylisstofnendur sig byggja i
almenningi, en presturinn & Hofi var & 360ru mali og reis af pessu mikid
malapras, sem nybylingarnir tépudu og gékk jordin til Hofskirkju.
Frumbyggjar & Mel voru Jén Gudmundsson, Myvetningur ad aett og
Steinunn Torfadéttir fra Arnkelsgerdi, Torfasonar. Melur var i byggd
til 1904 en mun pé hafa verid i eydi 6rfa ar & timabilinu. A Mel er
leitarmannakofi.

This farm was founded in 1848, with the first residents considering
themselves to be buidling on public land (commons), but the pastor
at Hof disagreed. He filed a drawn-out lawsuit which the new farmers
lost, and the land reverted to the church at Hof. The settlers at Melur
were Steinunn, daughter of Torfi Torfason, Arnkelsgerdi; and Jdn,
a son of Guémundur, whose family hailed from Myvatn. Melur was
occupied until 1904, excluding only a few uninhabited years. The
farm is now the site of a sheep herders’shelter.
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Fagrakinn (420 m) var byggd 1848 ad rédi Médrudeaelinga sem tdldu
bylid i Médrudalslandi. Landnemar voru Jén Olafsson af Vollum
& Fljétsdalshéradi og Gudrin Vigfusdottir eettud Gr Stédvarfirdi.
Fagrakinn var nyrsta bylio i allri heidabyggdinni. Fra Fogrukinn
ad Brunahvammi voru ekki nema réskir 3 km. Vorid 1886 lagdist
byggd endanlega af i Fégrukinn. Héfudastaeda pess mun hafa verid
uppblastur & Torfunni sem baejar- og gripahusin stédu &. Fagrakinn
er skammt fré pjédvegi 85 sunnan vid Holkna. Vio dna er bilaplan og
fré pvi ad Fégrukinn er rimur km og er pa farid skahallt fram og upp
fré planinu.

Fagrakinn was built in 1848 in accordance with the views of
Médrudalur farmers, who considered the land to be part of their
estate. The settlers were Gudridur, a daughter of Vigfius, whose
family came from Stédvarfiordur; and Jén, a son of Olafur in the
Vellir area of Fljétsdalshérad. At an altitude of 420 m, Fagrakinn was
the most northerly of the highland community farms. The distance
from Fagrakinn to Brunahvammur was just over 3 km. Fagrakinn was
abandoned permanently in the spring of 1886, mainly due to erosion
of the once grassy place where the farm buildings stood. The site is
close to Highway 85, south of H6lkna river. There is a parking lot next
to the river with a sign for Fagrakinn, from where you should head
from approx. 1,25 km.

e 18 B"mﬂhVﬂmmur NG5°31.62-H15°25.89

Baerinn i Brunahvammi (340 m) stéd fremst i purrlendum hvammi
drjdgan spdl frd Hofsa, undir Brunahvammshalsi nokkru utan
vio Holkna. bjédvegur 85 liggur rétt fyrir ofan baejarhvamminn.
Brunahvammur mun hafa verid hjaleiga fra Bustarfelli og lengst af
i eigu Bustarfellsbeenda. Frumbyggi er talinn vera Pall Jénsson, en
seinna byrjudu par buskap sinn Valdimar Jéhannesson og Gudfinna
skaldkona (Erla) og feeddist par bosteinn skald 1918. J6rdin potti
gda til buskapar med fornu lagi en nokkud mannfrek til heyskapar og
fjargaeslu. Pa pétti torfrista léleg og mér var enginn. Fré aldamétum
til 1913 var Brunahvammur tvisvar i eydi , i alls 6 ar en eftir pad i
samfelldri byggd til 1945.

This farmhouse stood in the highland side of a grassy, well-drained
hollow at an elvation of 340 m, below the slope of Brunahvammshals.
The farm is quite some distance from the Hofsa river, somewhat
downstream from the Hélkna river. The highway 85 runs just above
Brunahvammur hollow. Brunahvammur was probably a croft, rented
from and long own by Bustarfell farm. The first settler is thought to
have been Pall Jénsson. From the perspective of traditional farming
practices, the farmland was considered generally good, but poor for
cutting turf, lacking in peat and rather labour-intensive in regard to
haying and tending sheep. From the turn of the century until 1913,
Brunahvammur was left uninhabited twice, for a total of é years, but
then remained inhabited from 1913 to 1945.
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Hofsardalur er talinn na inn ad Steinvarartunguspordi en par tekur
vid Fossdalur. Par er baerinn Foss(180 m), sem er talinn mjég gamalt
byli, sem mun upphaflega verid byggt ur Bustarfellslandi. Sama
a@tt bjé ad mestu 4 Fossi frd aldamétum 1800 til byggdaloka 1947.
Dalurinn er prongur med bréttum hlidum og fellur i Hofsa i grunnu
gili skammt undan baenum. Er par fossinn sem baer og dalur draga
nafn af. AO Fossi er dgeett adgengi fra Bustarfelli en par & milli eru
ca 8 km. Er pé farid til haegri nidur hvamm rétt 4dur en komio er ad
hlidinu ad Bustarfelli og ekid nedan vid tunid. Ekki er rédlegt ad aka
lengra en ad Snidum og er haegur gangur padan inn ad Fossi ca 2,5
km. Dalurinn prengist par mjég og er kjarri vaxin hlidin allbrétt nidur
ad anni. En génguleid greidfeer og géo.

The wvalley of Hofsd river is named Hofsardalur up to
Steinvarartunguspordur, above which it has the name of Fossdalur,
home to Foss farm. Located 180 m above sea level, Foss is thought to
be a very old farmstead and originally formed from land previously
belonging to the Bustarfell estate. The same family lived at Foss
almost continuously from 1800 until they finally deserted it in 1947.
Running through the narrow, steep-sided valley, the Hofs4 river has
cut a gully a short distance below the farm and created the waterfall,
or foss, from which both the valley and farm take their names. The
site is only 8 km upstream from Bustarfell farm and quite accessible
from there. Go to the right down the hollow just before reaching the
Bustarfell gate and drive below the hayfield, but coninue drivingt not
farther than Snid. The valley becomes very narrow there, with shrubs
covering the steep slopes down to the river; however, the path allows
for a clear, easy walk to the abandoned farmstead.

z 0 Kﬁlffﬂ“ N65°35.26-W15°20.94

Kalffell (440 m) er afbyli fra Fossi. Baerinn stdd utan vid samnefnt fell,
nordan Bungufléa og skammt nordan og vestan vid gamla veginn
til Vopnafjardar. Oljést er um upphaf byggdar & Kalffelli en heimildir
geta um Bjarna nokkurn Bjarnason, sem feeddur var par arid 1840.
Sé pad rétt er Kélffell med elstu bylum i heidum Vopnafjardar.
Deildar meiningar eru um pad hvort rita skuli nafnid med einu f eda
tveimur. Kalffell var lengstum talin dgaetis bujérod, engjar vidlendar
og grasgefnar og beitiland gott baedi sumar og vetur. P6 mé setla ad
landgaedum hafi hrakad med auknum uppblaestri & sidustu dratugum
nitjandu aldar. Arid 1911 er jordin komin i eydi og &Il hus ofan tekin
og burt flutt. Eftir standa laglegar téftir baejar og gripahdsa og vekur
sérstaka athygli ad umgangsdyr fjdrhisa virdast snda upp i brekkuna.
Einnig er athygli vert ad ibdar hafa lagt nokkurs konar vatnsveitu ad
baenum. Gunnar Gunnarsson, skéld keypti Kalffell 1932.

Kalffell was a tenant farm belonging to Foss. The farm stood at an
altitude of 440 m beside the mountain of the same name, north of
Bungufléi and just north and west of the old road to Vopnafjérdur.
Although the origins of Kélffell are unclear and the name is somtimes
spelled with only one f, sources mention a certain Bjarni Bjarnason
as having been born there in 1840. If this is true, Kalffell is among
the oldest farms in the moors above Vopnafjérdur. For decades, the
land was found to be excellent for farming, with broad, uncultivated
expanses of grass for haying and good ranges in both summer and
winter. In the last decades of the 19th century, however, land quality
probably worsened due to erosion. By 1911, the farmstead had
been deserted and every remaining building moved away. Today the
picturesque farmstead and barn ruins are still present; interestingly,
the sheep barn door appear to open towards the slope. The writer
Gunnar Gunnarsson purchased Kalffell in 1932, six years after buying
the neighboring estate of Arnarvatn.
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Desjamyri (429 m) stendur 8 haed utan vid Arnarvatn vid svokalladan

Arnarvatn (420 m) var i upphafi afbyli frd Hauksst6dum og hét
Skalamér. Bylid stendur i storri kvos sem nefnist Brunahvammskvos.
Yst i kvosinni er samnefnt vatn. Kvosina myndar ad austan Kalffell
en i sudri Brunahvammshéls og Sulendur gnaefa yfir. Frumbylingar
voru Jén Jénsson og Sigurbjérg Sigurdardéttir 1867. Fyrrum var
Arnarvatn i alfaraleid frda Médrudal og nordanverdri Jokuldalsheidi
til Vopnafjardar. NU er haegt ad ganga frd gamla veginum til
Vopnafjardar, annad hvort innan vid Kélffell en pa parf ad vada kil
vid baeinn eda pa fra stiflu sem er vid utfall vatnsins. b4 er gengid
inn med vatninu. Haegt er ad aka ad stiflunni ef menn vilja og raunar
alveg heim ad bae, en pad er pess virdi ad ganga inn med vatninu,
njéta kyrroarinnar og fylgjast med fuglalifinu. Upplagt er ad fa sér
vatn Ur uppsprettulind sem er framan (innan) vid baeinn. A Arnarvatni
stendur gangnamannakofi sem smalar i Hauksstadaheidi nyta.
Arnarvatn fér i eydi 1935.

The large hollow called Brunahvammskvos contains boththe Arnarvatn
farm site (420 m above sea level) and, on the Vopnafjérour side of the
hollow Arnarvatn lake. This hollow lies below the slopes of Kalffell
to the east and Brunahvammshals and Sdlendur to the south. The
first farmers at Arnarvatn, from 1867, were Sigurbjérg Sigurdardottir
and Joén Jénsson. The farm was abandoned in 1935. For centuries,
Arnarvatn was by the main trail to Vopnafjérdur for people coming
from Mé&drudalur and the northern part of J6kuldalsheidi. Nowadays,
one can walk to the ruins from the old road to Vopnafjérour either
from the farm Kalffell, which requires crossing a small watercourse
next to the farm site, or via a dam at the lower end of the lake. While
that route allows for driving to the dam and indeed all the way to the
farm. It is worthwhile walking the whole distance, going along the
lake to enjoy the tranquility and observe the birds. Drinking water
at the spring which is towards the highlands from the ruins is also a
nice idea, and there is a shelter used by those rounding up sheep on
Hauksstadaheidi.

Desjamyrarleek. Frumbyggjar voru Eymundur Arngrimsson,
béondi og medhjélpari frd& Hauksstédum og kona hans Matthildur
Sigurdardattir frd Grimsstédum. bar er gott Utsyni yfir grasi gronar
myrar og inn til fjalla. Heegt er ad ganga fra Stiflunni vid Arnarvatn
og Ut ad Desjamyri. P4 er betra ad vera vel skéadur pvi ganga parf
yfir myrar. Einnig er haegt ad ganga upp frd Hauksst6dum og inn
ad Desjamyri. Pad er mun erfidari leid en bydur upp & pad ad fara
upp a bverfellid i leidinni. Padan er vidsynt i allar attir. Leidin nordan
vid bverfell er hluti af pjédleidinni fra Mddrudal Gt i Vopnafjord.
Desjamyri fér i eydi 1880.

At an elevation of 429 m and with a pleasant view of grassy wetlands
and the mountains, Desjamyri stands on a hill on the seaward side
of Arnarvatn lake, next to Desjamyrarleekur brook. This farm was
established by Matthildur Sigurdardéttir from Grimsstadir and her
husband Eymundur Arngrimsson from Hauksstadir, who also served
as a sexton. It is possible to walk to Desjamyri from the Arnarvatn
dam, but good footwear is a must due to marshes. Alternatively, one
can walk up from Hauksstadir and head inland to Desjamyri. While
the latter route is much more difficult, it also offers the opportunity
of climbing up bverfell mountain to enjoy the panorama. The route
on the north side of bverfell used to be part of the main trail from
Mé&drudalur down to Vopnafjérdur. Desjamyri was deserted in 1880.
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A Adalbdli var buid samfellt fra 1851 til 1863, eftir pad med
hléum til 1878. Frumbyggi var Pall Gudmundsson, frd Hnefilsdal
4 Jokuldal. Arid 1852 er Pall sagdur béndi og einsetumadur &
Adalbdli i séknarmannatali Hofs. Samkvaemt sému heimild byr Pall
bar seinna dsamt konu sinni Ingibjérgu Indridadéttur til 1863. bar
kemur einnig fram ad Grimur Grimsson er skrdadur bondi par 1859
en Pall husmadur. Eftir 1863 er litid vitad um blsetu & Adalbdli
nema ad séknarmannatal 1877 segir bua par fjdlskyldu, sem var i
tvibyli & Selsarvéllum. Ekki er kunnugt um mérk & landi Adalbdls sem
stéd i Blastadatungum, en greiddir voru prir saudir i afgjald arlega
Jyrir Mikaelsmessu” og landeigendum aetlud afnot par ad auki. Pall
Guomundsson lést & Vakursstooum 1873 en Ingibjorg kona hans
vard ati 1.janudar 1878 vid selteettur & halsinum milli Lytingsstada og
Vakurssstada og eru teetturnar vid hana kenndar sidan.

Adalbdl was occupied 1851-1863, and with breaks until 1878. The
first settler was Pall Gudmundsson from Hnefilsdalur in Jékuldalur
and the farm is first mentioned in the Hof parish census at the end
of 1851. In 1852 Pall is the farmer there, unmarried. According to
the parish register, Pall was there until 1863 with his wife, Ingibjérg
Indridaddttir. Also in 1859, Grimur Grimsson is recoreded as farmer
there and Pall the shepherd. After 1863 little is known about residents
at Adalbdl, exept according to the parish census of 1877 a family was
there, farming partners with those at Selsarvellir. The border between
Selsarvellir and Adalbdl in Buastadatunga is unknown; the annual
rent of three sheep was due before Michaelsmas (Sept. 29th) and the
landowners retained usage rights. Pall died at Vakursstadir in 1873.
His wife Ingibjérg died January 1st 1878, caught in a storm near an
old sheep shelter between Lytingsstadir and Vakursstadir. Since then,
the ruins have been called Ingibjérg’s ruins.

2.01

Fossvellir eru byggdir & fremri parti Malifellslands og afbyli fra
Meelifelli. Frumbyggi var Bjorn Gudmundsson fré Torfastédum og
er byggingabréf dagsett 11.april 1861, en i séknarmannatali um
haustid er Bjorn sagdur bondi & Fossvollum. bar med lauk 50 éra
uppbyggingartimabili i Almenningi og afrétti Hofskirkju en alls voru
7 byli byggd & svaedinu & peim tima. Bjorn galt tvo saudi i afgjald af
jordinni. Buskapur & Fossvollum lagdist af vid dauda Bjérns 1864 og
sagdi ekkjan, Oléf Arngrimsdéttir j6rdinni lausri 1865.

Fossvellir is inland from the farm Meelifell and was a small crofter’s
parcel. The first settler was Bjérn Gudmundsson of Torfastadir;
permission to settle there is dated April 11th 186 1. In the parish census
that fall Bjérn is the farmer there. Fossvellir was the last of seven farms
settled in the fifty years marking the settlement of Almenningur and
the loss of grazing rights for the church at Hof. Bjérn paid two sheep
to rent the land. The farm was not used after Bjérn’s death in 1864
and his widow, Ol6f Arngrimsdéttir released the farm in 1865.
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Meelifells er getid i géomlum heimildum sem eign Hofskirkju. Land
Melifells afmarkast af Selsd, Seld og Innri-Almenningsé, Bungu,
Heljardalsfiéllum og Kistufelli. Land Meelifells er allnokkud gréio,
sumarhagi talinn vera fyrir 3-400 fjar og i jardamati 1849 kemur fram
ad upprekstrargjald hafi verio 40 fiskar. Mzlifell taldist nybyli og var
stofnad 1854 af Arngrimi Josefssyni, en byggingabréf var gefid Gt
26.jantar 1856. Arngrimi var pé synjad um tiundar- og skattfrelsi sem
hann taldi sig eiga rétt & skv. Nybylatilskipuninnifrd 1776.bad var gert
& peirri forsendu ad j6roin hefdi verid nytjud adur og greitt af henni
afgjald. A Maelifelli var buid med hléum til 1906 pegar pjédhaginn
Pall Jénsson flutti padan dsamt konu sinni Margréti Eiriksdéttur.

Meelifell is named in old records; i.e, as owned by the Hof church in
Vilking's 1397 church register, in a similar register in 1570 and also
the record of the 1641 visitation of Skalholt’s bishop, Brynjdlfur. The
farm is bordered by the rivers Selsé, Seld and Innri-Almenningsa and
the mountains Bunga, Helgardalsfjiéll and Kistufell. The vegetation
around Meelifell is rich and plentiful, valued as summer pasture for
3-400 sheep. The 1849 farm valuation says the pasture rental fee
was 40 fish. Mezlifell was listed as a new farm, settled in 1854 by
Arngrimur Jésefsson though the legal permisson wasnt granted
until Jan. 26th 1856. He felt he had the right to tithe- and tax-free
status due to a clause in the 1176 regulation for new farmlands, but
was denied because the farm had been in use before and the credit
already applied. Malifell was farmed off and on until 1906 when the
craftsman Pall Jénsson and his wife Margrét Eriksdéttir left.
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Selsarvellir stédu innstir baeja i ,Almenningssveit”. Selsarvellir er
merkilegt heidarbyli, pad ber oll einkenni pess sem var undir lok
byggdar norraens félks & Graenlandi, Oll his byggd i einni pyrpingu
umhverfis iveruhdsid til verndar kulda fré umhverfi. Frumbylingur
par, sumarid 1860 var Grimur Grimsson dsamt konu sinni Aldisi
Josefsdottur og eru pau talin par i manntali 1860 med tveimur
bérmum og systur bénda, Gudrdnu. Grimur byr & Selsarvollum til
1871 en 1874 tekur Sigurdur Einarsson vid af Jé6honnu Témasdéttur
sem bjo & eftir Grimi. Pau hjénin Sigurdur og Gudrin Jénsddttir
hofdu buid & Mzlifelli &rin & undan og komu padan. Pau héfdu verid
hju & Selsarvollum 1866 svo pau pekktu par til. A Selsérvollum bua
bau til 1877 i tvibyli vid Jén Jénsson og Sigurbjoérgu Sigurdardéttur.
Eitthvad verdur til pess ad slitnar upp ur tvibylinu i tima pvi skémmu
fyrir dramét 1877 eru Sigurdur og Gudrin komin i Adalbdl, sem
bé hafdi stadid i eydi i 13 &r. Pau eru po til heimilis & Selsarvéllum
22.49gUst pad ar. Buskapur leggst af & Selsarvollum vorid 1878 pegar
Jon og Sigurbjoérg flytjast padan.

Selsarvellir, the innermost farm in the Almenningur area, was first
settled in the summer of 1860 when Grimur Grimsson and his wife
Aldis Jésefsddttirmoved there. They are there in the 1860 census with
two children and Grimur’s sister, Gudrun, in the home. Grimur lived
at Selsarvellir until 1871. Sigurdur Einarsson took over from Jéhanna
Témasddttir in 1874, who farmed there after Grimur. Sigurdur and his
wife, Gudrin Jonsddttir, had been at Maelifelland movedto Selsarvellir
as farm workers in 1866, so they knew the farm, and were there until
1877 in partnership with Jén Jénsson and Sigurbjérg Sigurdarddttir,
Sigurdur and Gudrun were still at Selsérvellir on August 22nd 1876,
butsomething happenedto split up the partnership thatfall, as shortly
before New Year they moved to Adalbdl, which had been deserted
for 13 years. Farming at Selsarvellir ended in the spring of 1878 when
Jén and Sigurbjérg moved away. The ruins in the highland farm
Selsarvellir are different from the majority of the other highland farm
ruins which makes Selsarvellir especially interesting. The location of
the buildings is similar to the architectural style of the last Nordic farm
buildings in Greenland where the farm house is in the middle and
all the other farm buildings are built around it to protect it from cold
wind and harsh weather.
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